
Saturday  7th March,  West Coast Clubrooms, Malaga WA      0930 hrs
WiILLYS OUT-NUMBER ALL OTHER MARQUES AT  

JIMBO’s  WEST COAST SOUP KITCHEN
 For  the fist time in  WA rodding history, Willys 
out-numbered all other Pre-48 vehicles at a rod-
ders function. The duo of Tony Mattioli and Eric Warren created 

this near miracle situation and WA 
rodding history by attending 
Jimbo’s Saturday morning greasy 
cook-up in their Willys coupes.  
Mel Broun’s 39 Chev was only 
partnered by Brian French’s post 
48 Chevy PU to match the Willys 
quantity.  Even then they still out-
numbered the ford grand total of 
ZERO! Either the ford owners are 

watching their grease intake 
or they all slept in. 
(or they didn’t make it)     
    Editor
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. Hi All,
This edition is limited by printing costs and creativity time only. There is 
no shortage of events to report on at this time of year.  In the last 6 weeks 
we have had three of four the biggest annual events on the WA rodding 
calendar to enjoy, so sit back and enjoy the show.  
 To date I don’t have a report  from the Nostalgia drags and I’m not 
holding my breath for anyone to email me one, so I have got a club busy 
bee report  article in its place, which occurred on the same day and 
involved many more members.
 This month I need to thank Vince Berriman and Keith Wilson for 
their photos from Big Al’s Poker Run.  Somehow,  my own camera had 
flat batteries and the spares were no better, which meant I took no photos 
at the run. These guys came to my rescue. Jeff Pringle also offered me his 
camera. Thanks.  Normally either Allan 
Rossi or I have one working camera 
between us, but he wasn’t there.
  Every now and then while 
driving about in the coupe I spot another 
rod. It makes a great difference to my trip, 
be it on the weekend or going to or from 
work. It only happens about once a 
month. Often they are in the distance or 
going in another direction. This month, one morning on the way to the salt 
mine, I actually got through traffic on Reid highway to cruise for a 
kilometre or so with this neat A roadster pick up. I have seeen it once 
before and at the ROTY rod run.  I don’t know the owners name, but we 
gave an  onya-mate wave as we eventually headed off in different 
directions. What a great start to the day.
 The brains trust at the club have put together three dates for Gettin-
2–know-ya BBQs. We have a lot of relatively new members and being 
fairly shy types it is generally up to these bods to make themselves 
known somehow. Because they are normally shy too, to negate the 



necessity of engaging in 
some way out fruit cake 
ritual just to be 

remembered,  these BBQ evenings are organised for all members to 
attend and the focus will be on getting to know  the new guys and their 
partners in a normal manner. See the dates inside the back cover and be 
sure to attend as many of them as possible. There will be name tags and 
stuff, I’m sure, to make it easy.
 What are people going to complain about next, now that AB has 
removed his dormant ’35 tourer from the club workshop after it’s 7? year  
hibernation.  The rental  payment of one carton of beer was duly noted 
and appreciated by the only EMU Draught  drinker in the club (me) but 
left others guessing when the next 
installment was coming. Rental 
was $2 a week pre-1983 in the old 
Maylands shed.
 This edition I have squeezed 
in Noelene Hughes “HUG” mouse 
racing advert again on the inside 
back cover.  If you haven’t been 
mouse racing before , it is worth 
supporting just to check it out. 
Very funny. Get a group along for 
a laugh while supporting a good 
cause at the same time.
 At this stage I warn readers 
that some people and rods seem to 
appear repeatedly throughout this 
edition. Right place, right timing I 
guess.
 There is simply too much 
other good content in this edition 
to keep you from, by babbling on 
and on, so get on with it and I’ll 
write too you again next month. 
Cheers,                  

 Extreme E.

                 Continued.....

Above: Getting to know fellow mem-
bers... Who in hell would own this 
Flathead  trike??? Guess!  Below: 
Busy bees are great events for get-
ting to know new members..  Turn up 
for a good laugh, no matter what the 
punishment is. Read on.



Big AL’S Poker Run.  14/2/09
      (Photos: Keith Wilson & Vince Berriman) 
 
  Once again, Big Al’s Poker Run, fell on St Valentines Day, so 
what  better way to celebrate than to take one’s partner down for a stroll 
around a park while zig zagging through 700 vehicles, several times, a 
leisurely drive across town to indulge in a losing game of Poker and a 
take-away meal on a footy oval, listening to a good rockabilly & rock n roll 
band. Surely “I must be in heaven” most females must be thinking! And 
they were! It was after all the annual Big Al’s Poker Run number 29! 

 This year, the weather on the day of the run 
looked dubious. It was  heavily overcast with 
blacker clouds passing overhead in upper wind 
currents It was a 
classical a storm 
brewing 
appearance. A 
call to Big Al 
confirmed that 
the coupe still 
had a Poker Run 
to attend, that 
day. It was the 
last run the 
coupe went on in 
1996 (to Perth 
Oval) before its 
last triple carb 
flame up. It 
occurred  on the 
way home the 
following day in 
105F degree 
heat.  This year 

Big  Als Poker Run 2009

Above: Why would you 
build a Chevy or ford when  
mid 50’s Buicks are  available. 
Especially  the convertibles.

Above: Alan 
Barker’s Model A Tub;  
a V6 powered A40 PU 
and a new Model T 
based C- cab painted 
Kermit Frog green.



it was cooler, in fact 
perfect cruising 
weather, even 
with about 6 

bursts of 10 drops of rain during the run.  It 
remained dry for the remainder of the evening.
 We arrived at Burswood in the Willys at about 2:30, paid our bucks and 
became officially entrant #647 of a total of 688. I estimate that there were 

about 50 - 70 rods on the 
run. 
At about 4:00pm the run 
began. I waited until about 
500 cars had left before 
joining a string of 5 rods 
and headed for the way out 
to get our route 
instructions. I don’t know 

where the other rods went, but I was on a 
route by myself. In fact, I was the only rod 
everywhere I went excepting at the common 
check points that served all four different 
routes.. Although the route was well thought 
out, considering that I use my hot rod daily, 
this wasn’t generating much of a buzz for 
me. It was just like  another day stuck in 
normal traffic.  I have since suggested to 
Big Al that maybe all hot rods be given the 
same route to cruise. Possibly likewise for 
other marques as well. I am sure this 
would make it more enjoyable for the 

rodders 
who are 
hugely out 
numbered 
by the post 
1948 
vehicles.  

Big  Als Poker Run 2009

Noddy’s Smart Car!


