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RAT RODS NO LONGER TO BE LICENSED IN WA
Carlisle WA,   April  2010 . Zulu 1200 hrs..
Just kidding!  Just not much else happening out there!  
Rat rods were/are  a breath of fresh air, world wide, in the hot rodding 
movement. They were a welcome relief from the almost out of control 
evolution of  big dollar show cars, that were joining the humble hot rodder 
ranks. They too served their purpose and birthed many high quality rod 
shops and aftermarket rod parts  manufacturing businesses, but they created 
a sense of unreachability to the average new hot rodding aspirant..
 Have rat rods now “lost the plot”? Having shown that rods could be 
built, licensed and driven for lesser dollars than historically shown or 
thought, have they gone too far? Besides the value of saving some mis-
matched vintage panels from the scrap metal dealer, are they now just a 
lazy way  to build a hot rod or  are they the bee’s knees?   Have your say!

HEADLINES

Two rat rods at WinterSun

RODDERS POLL.  Do you like rat rods? Email “yes” or “no” 
to klaxon@cyberhotrodders.com.       Results in the next Klaxon.

mailto:klaxon@cyberhotrodders.com


Please contact us using the details below.

Address: Unit 1, 12 Cusack Rd, MALAGA. WA. Ph (08)9249 9632
General meetings: 3rd Sunday of each month at 7.30pm. Visitors  wel-
come.
President: Kevan Best   Ph. 9571  0025.. 
Vice Presidents: Brian French  9377 7837  Alan Barton  9448 0110 .  
Secretary: Mel Broun  9447 1975  
Treasurer: Brian French
ASRF Delegate: Jeff Ewence 9339 4337
TAC Delegate: Ken Myers
WAHRP Delegate: vacant
Management Committee: Executive committee (above) and
 Ian Swinbourne, Dave Krause.  All members welcome to meetings. Get 
involved or get left behind.  First Tuesday of each month. @ 7.00pm
Social Committee: D. Krause,  Ian Swinbourne, Jim Candido
Strata Committee: Neil Gibb, Jeff Ewence, Eric Warren 
Klaxon Editor: Eric Warren mob: 0400-1939-09 or email on 
rodder@tpg.com.au   Deadline  is 7 days before the monthly meeting. 
Klaxon Distribution:  Peter Hunter   9445 2493.
Contributors: Mel Broun, Bill Jansen, Andrew Hall, Phil Luyer (photos) 
    John Harney (photos)
Cover: .A couple of rat rods at WinterSun 2010 in Coolangatta.
Club Merchandise.      Phone 0402 622 513  (Mike)  

    MIKE  FLETT 

Get Fletted!!
Member’s Outfitters

Call Mike for your club clobber needs.

mailto:rodder@tpg.com.au


Hello fellow Klaxon-reading winter haters.
Winter loving, Summer haters, I hope you are happy at last. I hope you 
are enjoying your frostbite while reading this.
The cold mornings and evenings is one thing, but getting dark at 5:30pm 
is another, especially when there are outdoor activities waiting for some 
attention. 
Bring in daylight saving for Winter, it couldn't get any colder in the 
mornings and it's dark anyway!
I am half way through a patio project that I want to get out of my hair (?) 
and if I could get an hour or two's work done after work,  it would be near 
finished. Now I have to squeeze it in with other weekend activities, like 
not building patios and hot rodding.
The said patio project, is going well, but not without its testing moments. 
I may elaborate further later, if time and space allows.

By now, with the Klaxon a week later than usual, the club's AGM will 
have just passed. A chance to change the guard and blood some new 
executive talent, has just taken place (I hope so for the accuracy of this 
text)
These days, the running of the club is child's play, compared with the 
building days and other eras in the club's past. Get involved and share the 
little club jobs around. It does not require much time each month and is a 
good social outlet. After all, what else are you going to do at 7.00pm on 
one  week night each month?.Learn to cook from the TV?  Think about 
it.  I also encourage new members to attend the monthly management 
meetings and to  get more involved with the club and its members.
To meet members and to get known, a small committee environment, like 
the management meetings, is a quick way to slot into the club comfortably.
Give it a crack.
Then of course, the Klaxon editor position is always up for grabs. Air all 
of the creative skills bottled up inside of you, once a month. It’s a bargain..



If not as editor, a monthly segment 
writer. There is an endless list of top-

ics to write about, as long as they are humorous,  or educational, it doesn't 
matter. I was  writing cooking articles from the "Hole In The Hedge Bistro" 
for the Klaxon, thirty years ago.
 The story about the mouse footprints in the pan full of hard dripping was 
my favourite. Shake off the invisible chains and pick up your pen.
  On behalf of the club, I want to thank the executive committee 
for the work done over the past twelve months. Likewise for participants 
on the Management committee.
Thanks to Dave Krause and helpers of the Social committee and to all of 
our delegates participating in ASRF and TAC activities. 
Thanks to Frenchie for picking up plenty of the day to day  slack left by 
Allan Rossi's departure.
Thanks to Peter Hunter for folding and mailing the Klaxons not taken at 
the meetings. It should get easier over Winter when the Klaxon usually gets 
thinner with less events to report upon etc.
Lastly thanks to all members for the great meeting participation over the 
last 12 months. The more the merrier on a Sunday evening.
  The June long weekend has passed again without being utilised 
for a rod run.  I  used the time  hanging garage doors and the like at the 
southern country manner, enjoying the company of my siblings and our 
families.
Maybe we are all catching up with tasks that were sidelined over a busy 
summer of rodding events. (that's another reason to like Summer)
Will a brand new rodding event pop up next year for this time slot?
  The entry forms are out for the next "numbered” Street Rod 
Nationals that are  to be held at Geelong next Easter. 
I have bitten the bullet and booked my cabin accommodation for the event 
and my holidays at the salt mine.. 
 I will be about 10kms away from the event location, but  at the same 
location as a number of other Willys owners. In fine company indeed. 
 Time flies when raising a family, building your own house, club rooms etc.  
I last attended the "big" nats (my third) in Mildura in 1983. With the coupe 
back on the road it is time for another long drive.
Who else is going? Who is driving?
 Depending when you read this, you may already know who won the 
latest WCSRC Clubman of the Year award . I am sure you will agree that 

    Continued....................



the recipient of the most votes, was 
again this year, a most worthy winner. 

Congratulations to .......BLANK  (just in case you read this before the 
presentation!)
  In two weeks time, AB and his toy building mates will hold their 
super successful Model Car Sunday.  The mini marquee needs to be 
erected. This will be done mid morning after a healthy JIMBO’s breakfast 
next Saturday 3rd July.  Please come for a laugh and help out..
 I’ve run out of space again, so until next edition, just keep warm and 
healthy.    Bloody winter !!!!      Extreme E

Super Model Car Sunday is coming soon!
 Yep, it's on again! All the usual fun and atmosphere with 7-800 model 
cars trucks and bikes on the tables plus R/C sprintcars, roadtrains, drift 
cars, junior rods, demonstrations and trade displays.
 We are always looking for new entrants so simply email me and I will 
get entry forms out to you pronto.
 West Coast Street Rod Clubrooms
 12 Cusack Road, Malaga
 Sunday, July 11, 9.00a.m. til 4.p.m.      Adults $5.00,     Kids free
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 Annually in mid June,  for the last five or so 
years, the Mandurah Rod and Custom Club have 
held their Peter Dawson Memorial Rod Run, in 
memory of Peter, one of the clubs founding mem-
bers.
Dwellingup was one of Peter’s favorite places, so 
it has become a regular destination for this run.
The format is simple.  Leave Repco car park in Mandurah and cruise to 
Dwellingup via Pinjarra. A simple 43km cruise, in picturesque farming and 
forest landscapes. 

MRCC Peter Dawson memorial Run


