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HOT ROD CLUB OVER RUN BY PRETENDERS
Malaga, 11th July 2010.  The hallowed turf of West Coast Street Rod 
Clubrooms was over run by pretend hot rod and automotive enthusiasts last 
weekend.  It is believed that life member AB was on security at the time 
when the model makers took over the joint.  

 When members filtered 
in on the Sunday to plan a 
take over strategy they 
found the hall, garage, and 
surrounds choc-a-block with 
models, radio controlled 
trucks and  trade stands full 
of miniature  hot rod parts. It 
was if strolling into Lilliput 
like Lemuel Gulliver out of 
Gulliver’s Travels. 
(Jonathan Swift  c.1727). 
The  next day, as if the 
weather had changed, they 
had all gone again like an 
ant or millipede invasion of 
the house. (Hills dwellers 
will know about that.) His-
tory records a similar event 
last year at the same time. 
Maybe its lunatics  driven 
by the moon.     EW 

HEADLINES

It’s hard to imagine these are models.. A classy old 
school thirty two roadster and a piece of  vintage 
tin. Place these pictures in the for sale auto classi-
fieds and the phone wouldn’t stop.  Sucked in!
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 Hi Readers.
Hooray, the shortest day of the year has passed. Two more months of 
coldness and hopefully some  wet weather, then we will be back into hot 
rod season again.  This year the State Title show has been brought forward 
to the last weekend in August so it will be the unofficial season opener 
instead of the traditional Father’s Day Show.  The State Title show 
will bring out everything from the Meguiars winners to unfinished rat 
rods (they are always unfinished!), while the Father’s Day Show entries 
will depend on the weather on the day.  A bit of rain last year separated 
the men from the boys, the roofed and the unroofed.  Hopefully Gibby’s 
email to the big big weather man will get through and be answered 
correctly this year.

Last year’s Hot Rod and Street Machine Spectacular had a coincidental 
lack of club stands by most of the street rod clubs.  What’s happening this 
year? Gibby has a plan for a West Coast club display.  What about the 
other clubs?

This year there may even be a joint Willys display that would display  
several of the growing number of Willys now in WA..  Surely a highlight 
for discerning patrons...  Although I haven’t been asked to put my coupe 
on the show’s souvenir  T-shirt yet, I’m sure the phone call from the 
promoters is only a few days away.  That would make Joe Carbone, the 
club’s  WAA (Willys Appearance Auditor)  extremely happy. 

The club’s AGM, Dinner and Clubman of the Year presentation night 
went off without  a problem. No buns were thrown, so either the proceed-
ings  and outcome were acceptable or apathy and alcohol took hold on the 
night. 
 There  were no hi tech  problems with the presentation votes tally system 
this year, because there was no hi tech involved. However it was the juke 
box’s turn to stand up and be counted this year. Probably because we 
didn’t attempt to use the TV and  DVD  player. 
  Thank you and congratulations to the club’s new executive commit-
tee for standing up to the plate to steer the club over the next 12 months.



 Congratulation also to the winner of Clubman of the Year award. Read 
the exclusive report about this year’s event in this unbelievable copy of the 
Klaxon. ( believable, but less interesting information can be found in other 
publications).
 I know that it is winter and rodding activity slows down a bit. While I 
cannot see a legitimate reason for it, I am grateful for the slower pace as it 
lets me catch up with the stuff that has been put off for so long.. Like patio 
building.  I am sure that I am no orphan here. 
 For those who are looking to top up their need for a hot rod cruise soon, I 
can recommend the next event on the calendar. 
 It is  Nu Breed’s annual Longshaw Memorial Run that honours the 
work George Longshaw did for their club and for WA rodding in the 70’s and 
80’s.  George passed away with cancer a while ago now.  Joe Vadala and 
other members of Nu Breed SRC finished George’s partially completed A 
Model Tudor, for his family.  Unfortunately, George’s wife Audrey,  who 
drove the A model to several rod runs  also passed away with cancer.  Today,  
the A model is still in the family and is usually brought to this run by their 
son Chris.   This year’s run leaves Carousel Shopping Centre and trundles 
down to the Pinjarra Hotel by the Murray River for a great country pub 
lunch. ($9.00 roast)  Last year Geoff Ewence and I attended the same run to 
the Spencer’s Brook Tavern.  It’s a relaxing day. The cruising is easy and not 
too far. Well worth attending. See more details on the back cover.

 I was overwhelmed by the four responses to last month’s Rodders’ Poll. 
That’s  three more than I expected. One of them was from interstate.
 In short, three readers thought they are OK/something different for a 
change. One of them qualifying by saying that they must be licensed and 
drivable, not the shitiest  thing you can weld together from farm scrap, to 
park at a run (see the cover of the last Klaxon). The fourth respondent was 
basically against rat rods,  reasoning that they should be well engineered, but 
even so, a problem like one being involved in an accident, will look a lot 
worse for our sport than a rod involved with the normal refinements. Bad 
ones not passing thru the correct rodding channels could hurt our licensing 
system.  Basically, “ their parts should remain hanging on the shed wall”.
  Thanks to the respondents for taking time to reply.
Oh Oh, I can hear my Mum calling, gotta scoot now .  Cheers,   Extreme E

RODDERS’ POLL.  Do you like rat rods? Email “yes” or “no” 
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