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HEADLINES

JEFF HITCHENS CROWNED
. ASRF RODDER OF THE YEAR.
B Whiteman Park WA 25/2/2009
- = At awell patronized event at Whiteman
- Park, Jeff Hitchens was crowned ASRF
8 Rodder of the Year.
d The accolade is bestowed upon a rodder,
elected by his peers, believed to have
best served and promoted our sport
S during the previous 12 months.
Jeff was taken back and humbled at the
S announcement. He is a get it done and
B8 get on with it kind of guy not expecting
rewards for just doing his bit. He
thanked Sandra for her support in his
Above: Jeff with his ROTY jack- | rodding activities. Most would agree
etand the ROTY plaque that carries | yhat the girls are always there in the back
many famous names before him. § o0\ “either enjoying it or not! Jeff is
Despite his appearance due to the i
camera angle, Jeff is taller than Bar- currently President of the goody good
ry (the giant) Batten. gum drops Goodfellas Hot Rod Club.
Also recognized their work within the
WA ASRF for more than fourteen years, were Neil Gibb, as retired State
Director and Dean Hollworth as retired State Secretary. Current State
Director, Steve Johnson, presented a plague to Neil. Dean who was absent,
will receive his later. The Norm Mellows Trophy, also due for presentation
will done At a later event due to absentia of crucial dudes. EW.
PS. My apologies to Jeff, if Hitchens is spelt incorrectly, | used Rod Tork for
reference and it was spelt with an “e” and an "I" on different pages!




Please contact us using the details below.

Address: Unit 1, 12 Cusack Rd, MALAGA. WA. Ph (08)9249 9632
General meetings: 3rd Sunday of each month at 7.30pm. Visitors wel-
come.

President: Kevan Best Ph. 9571 0025..
Vice Presidents: Brian French 9377 7837 Alan Barton 9448 0110 .
Secretary: Mel Broun 9447 1975
Treasurer: Alan Rossi 0402 43 1938
ASRF Delegate: Jeff Ewence 9339 4337
TAC Delegate: Ken Myers
WAHRP Delegate: vacant, representative required.

Management Committee: Executive committee (above) and

B. French, Dave Krause. All members welcome to meetings. Get in-
volved or get left behind.
Social Committee: D. Krause, A.Lawrence , Maurie Searle, lan Swin-
bourne, Jim Candido
Strata Committee: Neil Gibb, Jeff Ewence, .Eric Warren

Klaxon Editor: Eric Warren 9574 6440 or fax 9444 3299 or email on
rodder@gidgenet.com.au Deadline is 7 days before the meeting.
Klaxon Distribution: Peter Hunter 9445 2493.
Contributors:: Mel Broun, Garry Curnow, Bill Jansen, Joe Carbone
Cover: Jeff Hitchins - ASRF - Rodder of the Year

rClub Merchandise. Phone 9249-8553.

Call
Mr. Cool

Andy Lawrence
New stocks for summer!

AIR COND UNDIES
for rodders with stinking hot cabs in summer..



mailto:rodder@gidgenet.com.au

.___‘L‘.-

X ;"'

C

' ]EIDITORIA

. Hello, It’s me again. ©Cheese®© Welcome to another wizbang edition
of your Klaxon. Strip off, turn on the ceiling fan and enjoy the February
Klaxon mega experience.

Thanks first up to all the contributors, Melz minutez, Joe Carbone,
Pommy Roy and Garry Curnow.

To make sure that you are all “on the ball”, two weeks ago | sent out the
most recent colour Klaxon to all those club members with the ability to
extract it from their phone lines. Actually, | sent the 2008 version, not
January 2009. A few members were quick off the mark and took the
opportunity to advise me that | had made an apparent error, possibly due
to poor internal cranium electron workings, and the like, but in much
fewer words. Others looked at the Christmas party story photos and
thought how young they were looking! When | sent out the 2009 version
the next day, others were thinking, shivers, that was a quick month and
others just thought that Eric has been very busy over night. An interesting
exercise indeed.

| also sent out the December edition to a heap of non West Coast
rodders that | have email addresses for. It is nice to receive a few “thank
you” s back, littered with some words of praise. It’s worth knowing that
the hours of work that goes into each edition is appreciated. Keep the
feedback coming in. I thrive on it.

Talking about feed back... | received a real hand written letter in the
club’s mail box, from the Cranksters Rod & Kustom Club, saying thank
you for the words and photos in the Klaxon, of their club’s Salt Lakes
“Worlds Fastest Indian” display in last year’s Burswood Show.

They also went on to point out that maybe us “old” West Coast members
are beyond learning or remembering new things, like how to spell the
name of their club that begins with the letter C. Apparently the names
Kranksters, Pranksters, Spanksters and Wanksters have all slipped through
the spell checker previously. (just like the small “f’in ford.) But fancy
calling us confused when they spell custom with a K!' Once upon a time




Continued

| could look at any wall in the metro area and see a Crankster sticker
attached, if | wanted to check the spelling. It seems most of this insidious
graffiti has now been cleaned up.

Thanks again for the letter. Us oldies will have to try harder, but
Blanksters is a big word for us.

Like Moora a few years back, York has just experienced two flash floods
within a couple of months. | don’t know how it affected the Duke of York,
Underbelly Joe Carbone or fellow rod builder Terry Buckley, but Joe has
recently sent me a stack of photos from his trip to the Melbourne Hot Rod
Show. Some appear inside this very edition of the Klaxon. | hope all is well
for these guys. Thanks for the shots Joe.

In the Last Klaxon there was a story about changes being made to the
Klaxon Willys company car to make it reliable in all conditions. The
changes have been tested for another 1500 kms and all is good. New
changes have been made to the steering too. There is a catch up story
further in.

Check out the coverage of the Mandurah Rod and Custom Club’s annual
run. It was my first attendance of this event, because in earlier years it
would have been a long to drive only to be rejected due to the Swedish
nationality of my street hack.

It was a big event. | estimate over 110 vehicles entered to enjoy a trip over
the causeway to Garden Island.

Check out the story on this years ROTY (ASRF Rodder of the Year)
presentation held at Whiteman Park.

On my soap box now.

| would like to voice my concern about the Nostalgia Drags.

| believe the minimum fee to race an average rod this year is about $100.00
plus $20 for each crew pass. . If you want to become a member of the new
Nostalgia Drag Racers Association for twelve months as well as race, it




will be $180 plus $20 for each crew pass. Six months membership for $150
etc..

The initial concept of having a drag event based on rules governing age and
technical authenticity of entrants’ rods, classics and ex drag cars, t was well
thought out.

It embraced having competitive fun with old competition drag cars and
old street licensed vehicles at a reasonable price, amongst our own Kind
without the late model brigade in there too.

Racers spend a lot of money to race on the day.
| don’t know the running costs of such an event with wages, electricity,
insurance etc. but how much do the promotors give back, considering the
expense to racers when they are the ones providing the entertainment to the
promoter-paying spectators. Has the entry fee gone up past the “fun with
cars” barrier, for this once a year vehicle flogathon.

How much does it cost to race at a normal “street meet”?

| don’t know enough about NDRAs workings to comment on their
membership deal. Their aim is to be the voice for this niche of drag racing
enthusiasts. Strength in numbers etc. Joining them is still a matter of choice.
Membership includes a subscription to NITRO magazine and a T shirt and
other deals as they become available. Cheaper entry at future events?
Annual renewal is $110.

While I wish the promoters all the best, | believe this year’s attendance
of once-a year drag racers will be down while promoters slowly chew more
from the hands that feed them. Just like rodders not willing to pay
promoters to put their rods in shows primarily for the promoters’ benefit...
We aren’t desperate for exposure. Our egos are big enough and self contained.

| was preparing to take the coupe for its first quarter miler since its last
dash at the old Ravenswood strip. The excitement of competition was
growing. Even dusted off the old skid lid. The coupe’s motor has changed
since then with a new cam, manifold and LPG and a new diff ratio. It feels
good on the street. Would it beat the old ETs done with the triple carbies?
What will be the speed through the traps be now?

It was going to be fun but I will be giving it a miss this year. Thanks all the
same. Maybe another time.

All the best to those competing. Nev Anderson will be holding up the flag
for WCSRC. Will Garry Curnow’s roadster make it there this year?

Off soap box. Sorry out of Space for now.... Take care. Cheers.
Extreme E




This Month’s QUIZ!
| received this from Bob Dimer. Can any one help?
Hi all,

| received this request from the curator of the W.A. Motoring Museum

and thought one of you will know the answer.
Cheers, Bob Bob.dimer@bigpond.com

I'm sending this to everyone | know in the hope that someone

may remember seeing this "home built" special.

Any ideas, anyone? Apparently it was based on a Pontiac chas-
sis and was registered in WA. A most unusual car with many

features from numerous cars of the 1960's.

Place your order now for next month’s exciting Klaxon .

The soooper doooper
Big Al’'s Poker Run Special!

+dl
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This year’s annual run was another ripper. Entrants started
assembling at the Repco car park in Mandurah before 9.30am. By head off
time, the carpark was falling short of space due t0 e
the huge turnout of arriving attendees. This was ji &
a good turnout for a day that promised to be in the S
mid to high thirty degrees and in the middle of a §
long weekend. A small $5 entry provided route g8
instructions, morning tea later on, a ticket in the ‘
raffle and a pass sticker to get access past the
guard box onto the causeway to Garden Island.
When the flag was raised, over a hundred rods
8 and enthusiast vehicles took off in follow the
»— leader style, heading north towards Perth,

* The convoy was broken into manageable
lumps by the traffic lights on the Perth -

— = Mandurah road.
Above: lan Swinborne’s 32. Be- After  about
low: New owner of the ex Dave 35 miles we had |8

Krause 37 Chev uses it heaps. :
done a long stint

W% o the Kwinana
= Freeway and now
=2 W& were on Roe
Highway... Hello,
déja vu, we had just been here two hours
earlier on the way to Mandurah, as had quite
- W a few other Perth based rodders. Pretty soon
we were at Jandakot Alrport at Fighter Combat International’s.hanger. At
Jandakot we joined up with about 15 more Perth rodders who didn’t want
the déja vu experience. The main exhibits in
the hangar were several Nanchang military @Eﬂ?}n Wi o
trainer aircraft from China. These are used S|yl
for charter flights. Either easy and slow [
cruising up the coast or in dog fight fashion g'
iIf you have the stomach for it. They also “],‘




Mandurah Rod and Custom Club Run

share the hangar with another interesting aircraft labelled “Experimental”
so it was also worth a look.

= - llf.:"'rﬁ

Nanchangs and COCkat rf' f il
Check the link below % G

for more info if you PP
have an urge to spend
some bucks on |

excitement. 7 ’l J
http://www.bigthanks.com § rF;r (A5
.au/showProduct/Air+Adv

entures/Fighter+Planes/FCl4. At the hanger, a
fantastic range of home made cakes and biscuits ;g
was served with morning tea and coffee.. There §
are some good cooks in the MRCC. | know, I did §
a lot of testing. Leaving Jandakot and back onto
Roe Highway and then Kwinana .
Freeway  heading  south to

Rockingham and the whole déja vu -
thlng was happenlng agaln Th|rd

we haven’t reached our destination
yet, let alone going up the same path
for a fourth time to get home.

As we approached Rockingham we
hooked a righty onto the Kwinana
Beach strip and followed this .
through to Rockingham and Point | ks
Peron where we mustered at the start |

of the Garden Island causeway and ©
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‘ Mandurah Rod and Custom Club Run

per glitzy 34 Chev
waited for our naval escort .
We followed the escort in single file
past the security box where they
checked our window sticker security
passes. With
no other
traffic to
break the
string of
vehicles it was
one of the only
opportunities

ever to see

such a large

collection of : _

rods and sorts | 10" Tl;;s Austin pops UE now and
cruising again. Running gear unknown.

Above: The Klaxon Co Car. | uninterrupted Middle: Charlie Ferraloro came in

Below: Les Moran's near | in single file.

the bucket to top up the sun tan.
stock 36 3 window coupe. Magnificent... Bottom: Good to see the Ex Clive
Titchener car is not collecting
After the dust. N y
Cockburn ust. New owner unknown.

Sound

crossing we followed our escort around past the
wharfs to have a passing goosie gander at the
naval ships and submarines that were in port.
The follow-the-leader caper took us to our final




