Above left - right: Mark Franks promoting the Sandgroper Nationals at
the Armadale Auto Parts Open Day. Mark’s unique grey-motored T bucket.
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Sandgroper Hot Rod Nationals Hotting Up
Perth, December 2009. The next big Hot Rod Nationals event will be held at
Busselton in WA over Easter in 2010.

The type of excitement that only a large interstate rodding event can

produce, is mounting in WA hot rodding, for our own big event. It was last
held in WA at Bunbury in 2004.
Evidence of the anticipation can be seen with an increasing number of
nearly finished rods appearing at TAC checks. The number of interstate
hot rod entries is now more than fifty. Other functions and runs are now
being organized to entertain the interstate rodders before and after the big
event.

Wannabe entrants are reminded that to be guaranteed of receiving all
entrant entitlements like goodie bags and T shirts, entries must be received
before Christmas 2009. Have you entered yet? (Mark Franks 0409 611 335). You
don’t need a hot rod to enjoy the fun and encouragement of a Nationals.




Please contact us using the details below. \

Address: Unit 1, 12 Cusack Rd, MALAGA. WA. Ph (08)9249 9632
General meetings: 3rd Sunday of each month at 7.30pm. Visitors wel-
come.

President: Kevan Best Ph. 9571 0025..

Vice Presidents: Brian French 9377 7837 Alan Barton 9448 0110 .
Secretary: Mel Broun 9447 1975

Treasurer: Brian French

ASRF Delegate: Jeff Ewence 9339 4337

TAC Delegate: Ken Myers

WAHRP Delegate: vacant

Management Committee: Executive committee (above) and

lan Swinbourne, Dave Krause. All members welcome to meetings. Get
involved or get left behind. 2nd Sundays of month @ 7.00pm

Social Committee: D. Krause, A.Lawrence, lan Swinbourne, Jim Can-
dido

Strata Committee: Neil Gibb, Jeff Ewence, Eric Warren

Klaxon Editor: Eric Warren mob: 0400-1939-09 or email on
rodder@gidgenet.com.au Deadline is 7 days before the monthly meeting.
Klaxon Distribution: Peter Hunter 9445 2493.

Contributors: Mel Broun, Jeff Pringle

Cover: Mark Franks and his T Bucket.

Club Merchandise. Phone 9249-8553 (Andy)
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Hot Rodder QOutfitters

NEW! Especially tailored for larger sizes

Flattering, flattening, fat falsifying Club Jackets.
Place your order now.
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Hello again eager readers. It’s been 30 days, but well worth the wait.
This Klaxon is fully super charged with recent events, and features two
and a half thousand photos.
Unfortunately its size is limited to the handling and printing cost of the
printed edition. With the great turnout to recent events, it could have gone
to many more pages, with all of the photographs included that will form
part of our history in time to come.. This month’s eye boggling edition
includes the Goodie Goodies rod run to Yanchep, the Sphinksters open
day at Armadale Auto Parts, a busy bee report, the Vic Park Street Festival
report and more.. Off you go then...

But first, no steak knives. Just some more intellectual claptrap....

As | have commented in one the articles, the larger hot rod events are
being gobbled up by large quantities of classics and late model street
machines.

Big Al’s Poker Run is a classic example and the Armadale Auto Parts
Open Day is coming a close second. The Yanchep run has held the lid on
it to date, but the number of post 48s is no doubt growing. Is this a good
or bad thing?

The answer obviously lies in the individual’s perspective and preference..
For the promoter it is a balance between his ideal event and the financial
ramifications of sticking rigidly to a set niche of vehicles. Operate the
event within the confines of pre 48, or up to mid 60°’s ASRF classes or
have it open to later model street machines (occasionally owned by pre 48
rodders too)

Big Al’s Poker Run is a hugely expensive event to put on. It’s what you
don’t see that costs big time. Insurance costs are huge. It takes a lot entries
to pay for the use of the venue alone, portable loos, a live band and dance
floor, great prizes and the list goes on and on.

To cover these expenses, the Poker Run has grown in its own spiral and
requires about 600 entries to cover costs. Hot rodders alone do not support
the event sufficiently to cover the costs. So as it has grown. The post 1948
numbers have swollen to a point where some rodders will no longer attend




Continued

the event and so the cycle

continues. Should Big Al keep the same format after it’s 30th birthday
event next February? It was a rodders’ event, initially with about 20 pre
48 rods in attendance. We could fit in the car park at the old Bernie’s drive
in hamburger joint. Life was simple then and the run could be organized
from a caravan in Dandenong in one hour with about three phone calls..
Now even the Police department are involve in the planning.

The AAP open day is a different kettle of fish. As long as reasonable

sales are made in the shop during the day or stemming from it, the added
features of promotion girls and bands would eventually be covered or
regarded as advertising. The more attendees, the better the chances of
covering costs without adding more expense at the same time. Come one,
come all, rods, machines and odd balls. My guess is that because the AAP
day is free and not rigid in format, rodders will continue to attend just for
a chat, a look or a pose, for a few years to come.
This has not been the same for the Poker Run. Albeit being a very mature
event when compared with the AAP day. Is it the large number of late
model post 64 stuff or the price that have quelled the number of rods at
this event? Has it run its days for the guys who have been around for years
and attended the first ten and half of the the remaining runs, with no change
in format over the last dozen years. Does its excellent format now need a
change? So many questions and alternatives. What do you reckon?

Is the annual Mandurah RCC event of about 100 vehicles, with the
vast majority being pre 48, the correct blend for you? The growing
success of the event indicates that what they are doing is still working fine.
Are there enough licensed rods around now, willing to attend a good event,
so that the rod run promoters can stipulate pre 48 only or ASRF class cars
only? Questions, questions, | have got myself in a tizz. Better sit down for
a moment and take a Bex. So what do you think? Email your thoughts to
klaxon@cyberhotrodders.com and I will put them “out there” It will help
event promoters plan events to best suit hot rodders..

Enough brain strain for now.
Have a merry and safe Christmas. Seeya in 2010. (already! I can’t believe

it! Did the lack of daylight saving in WA cause this?) Extreme E.
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SandGroper Nationals.

As you should be aware, the major ASRF National Rod Runs, now known as “the
numbered nationals” are held every two years over Easter on the eastern side of
Oz. These are held bi-annually on the odd numbered years, as they started in
1973, in Narrandera NSW.

These events are important fund raisers for the ASRF. That's the main reason they
are kept in the more populated states of Vic, NSW and QLD. More rodders, more
rods and more spectators = more money.

Since the late 1980's, dedicated rodders have established “mini” nationals in other
states on “non-numbered” Nationals years. At these they can enjoy the excitement
of a large gathering of local rodders and also host interstate rodders wanting to go
on a hot rodding holiday.

These events are allocated to one state at a time for obvious reasons, as they are
also fund raising opportunities for local ASRF divisional councils.

WA hosted their first mini nats, “The Sandgroper Run” organized by a team headed
by AB and Ute Barton, in 1994 at the Noalimba Complex near Murdoch.
We have since had two more Sandgroper Nats, both located in Bunbury.

The obvious benefit to local rodders, is the enjoyment of a large rodding event
with an in flux of different rods and rodders, without having to drive 2000 miles for
the experience.

Nationals trips cost a lot of spare money and time and some local rodders may
never get to attend such an event. So when a mini nationals comes to your own
town or state, the opportunity to enjoy such a great rodding event, especially for
new rodders, should not be passed up.

The money and time saved in comparison to driving to QLD, NSW or VIC is
plentyfold. Paying for some accommaodation in a place like Busselton is peanuts
compared to an eastern states trip. I'd also prefer a mechanical failure at Busselton
rather than Geelong or Goulburn or Surfer’s Paradise!

With that said, if you are a hot rodder, with a rod or still working on the project, or
between rods, you should enter now for the event next Easter at Busselton.

For heavens sake, if you don't have a hot rod, don't use that as an excuse. Get your
backside and your family’s backsides down there. There are plenty of half empty
rods at these events and you will always get a lift to the day time events.

When rodding was in its infancy in WA, there were always more street hacks than
rods at rod runs. Street hacks are still a means of getting to and enjoying an event.




| had my coupe and 34 Plymouth sedan at the first Sandgroper Run, nothing at the
second, a Volvo at the third and my coupe is entered for the this coming event.

At the last run, | used the Volvo to get to Bunbury, to sleep in and to drive home. |
bummed a lift in a hot rod to all of the day events and had a ball of a time during
the day and at night. In fact, it was more relaxing not having a rod to drive. | could
have a drink with meals and didn’t have a rod to prepare every morning for the
show’n’shines etc.etc. No hot rod... No matter.

Grab your entry form now and send it off. This opportunity only comes around every
6 years or so... What if circumstances won't allow you to attend the next one! It will
be the wheel chair nats for you, before you know it!!!!

Ask yourself why so many rodders DO attend these events!

No entry form?? Call Mark Franks .Ph 0409 611335

Weird Things happening in Mandurah!

| remember when the Mandurah club was new, young and
vibrant about 10 years ago. How time flies. They are &
still very active, as their growing membership, rod list and ¥
huge annual cruise and Dwellingup rod run can attest to.
However, behind closed doors at one of their
wiz bang knees up parties, it looks more like pay day
at an over 85’s retirement village. The Klaxon spy [
photographer infiltrated one of their parties disguised [~
as a walking stick, to take in some of the autumn
centre action and return a few photos . Check out = & d
- g these latest mince ple! H
Iand humbug  party [ 54

R |™ photos. “Let’s be real | l,.:i‘ K
N wags and have a stiff
'shandy old boy!!”




Busy Bee Report

With a maintenance list for the clubrooms, as long as a short arm, a busy bee
was arranged.
Attended by Brian and Jan French, Rob Sanders, Kevin Ireland, Eric, Mike Flett,
Dave Krause, Doug Brassington and Peter Hunter as Quality Scrutineer, we set to
the tasks with much vigour and enthusiasm. Even Big Al, if
he had been there reading the Sunday Times, would have
broken into a sweat.
Mike and Jan launched into cleaning out the kitchen cup-
boards. They even found an old stove and microwave in the |
kitchen that were duly chucked out. B
The old Maylands security gates on the workshop received
two coats of colour to match the other doors and security bars.
The pile of crap that has gathered in the workshop over the
years was also sorted through, with ¢
the real rubbish being chucked out. !
This made room for 3 sets of shelv-
ing to be assembled and placed
against the wall, so that we can col-
lect and store more crap later on.
The bench in the workshop can now
be used, not just seen from a long
distance.
The walls and doors of the toilet
cubicles were destined to receive a
fresh coat of gloss paint over the old
satin finish coating, to make them &&=
easier to clean. Time only permitted §7
the outer surfaces to be completed.
The inners will be tackled at a later §
date.
By lunch time, the end of the work-
ing day, you could see where we had
been. Things are cleaner and the
workshop now almost resembles
one. All it needs now is an active
project to make use of it.

We finished off with a Jan French . . g —
prepared sausages and salad lunch. Top: Kevin Ireland painting the workshop

Thanks Jan gates. Middle: Brian, Rob and Dougie doing
' the same, under close scrutiny from Peter

Any takers for a hot rod project in Hunter. Bottor: Peter Hunter’s i »
the workshop? EW unter. Bottom: Peter Hunter’s immaculate

32 coupe came out for the day.




