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FOREIGNERS INVADE SANDGROPER NATIONALS 
WITHOUT NECESSARY VISAS  Eucla  WA March 2010. WA border 
patrols, on the lookout for weirdos from the other side of the continent were 
overcome by the large quantities of Eastern Hot Rodders that poured across the 
border without suitable visas and immunisation documents. They eventually snuck 
through at knock off time when Clyde and Jed from the subcontracted patrol 
company went to the bar.  From here the invaders  bolted towards Norseman then 
split up into groups heading north and south. They mingled in with local hot rodders 
to escape detection then reappeared in swarming masses in Busselton over Easter. 
They appeared from trains, trailers and by road.  At last count, Klaxon Inspectors  
had managed to photograph 63 of the blighters. An amazing turnout . WA’s best 
invasion of the East is believed to be 17, all driven, to the Mildura Nats in 1981.  EW
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Address: Unit 1, 12 Cusack Rd, MALAGA. WA. Ph (08)9249 9632
General meetings: 3rd Sunday of each month at 7.30pm. Visitors  wel-
come.
President: Kevan Best   Ph. 9571  0025.. 
Vice Presidents: Brian French  9377 7837  Alan Barton  9448 0110 .  
Secretary: Mel Broun  9447 1975  
Treasurer: Brian French
ASRF Delegate: Jeff Ewence 9339 4337
TAC Delegate: Ken Myers
WAHRP Delegate: vacant
Management Committee: Executive committee (above) and
 Ian Swinbourne, Dave Krause.  All members welcome to meetings. Get 
involved or get left behind.  First Tuesday of each month. @ 7.00pm
Social Committee: D. Krause,  Ian Swinbourne, Jim Candido
Strata Committee: Neil Gibb, Jeff Ewence, Eric Warren 
Klaxon Editor: Eric Warren mob: 0400-1939-09 or email on 
rodder@tpg.com.au   Deadline  is 7 days before the monthly meeting. 
Klaxon Distribution:  Peter Hunter   9445 2493.
Contributors: Mel Broun, Boris Viskovic
Cover: Interstate rods at Busselton SandGroper Run
Club Merchandise.      Phone 0402 622 513  (Mike)  

Suppliers of  Fine Garments
to West Coast Street Rod Club

Since January 2010

Ph  0402 622 513

Please contact us using the details below.

mailto:rodder@tpg.com.au


 Hi all,
especially to all the new on-line readers.
If you enjoy the Klaxon, you may have a warped sense of humour, but 
you are not an orphan. 
 You can get a Medibank rebate for a psychiatry check-up by calling the 
Klaxon head office, which  is currently unmanned.
 The last month was fairly busy for most rodders who attended the 
2010 Sandgroper Nationals at Busselton. I also squeezed in a five day 
break in Broome, an overnight stay at a function facility at Mooliabeenee 
near Bindoon and a day trip to Cunderdin  in the same period, so the 
coupe only got a tyre and oil check before going to  Busselton.
 I was dragged kicking and screaming to Broome in a plane for a 50th 
birthday celebration.  I was allowed to drive the coupe to Mooliabeenee 
for the same purpose (different person). The facility there at Orchard 
Glory Farm Resort has good potential for an overnight rod run, so is 
worth investigating.
 Hot roddingwise since the last edition of the Klaxon, the main events 
were the one day cruise out to Cunderdin to meet Norm Hardinge’s Kick 
Ass Factory Cruise from the East Coast,  the social meet and greet BBQ 
at South Perth the same night, the Sandgroper Nationals at Busselton and 
the Early Wheels SRC  “After Easter Cruise”.  These are all covered in 
this edition of the Klaxon. 
Now here is something that I just don’t get...
Local hot rods  trailered to local rod runs!  Are these rods  simply fish out 
of water or what?
Are they ridiculously over powered, too expensive to run for just a few 
hundred miles.  Are they just too precious?  Licensed show cars?
Are they poorly designed for a comfortable and reliable long cruise?
Are the owners scared of unproven cars or scared of getting a few scars?
Where is the fun in towing a trailer, or constantly following the weather 
reports for the threat of rain?   Its a rod run, not a top of the wazza 
prestigious show. May as well take a street hack and relax with your 
mates if taking a hot rod is going to be so hard..



Luckily rodding events are just as much about 
the people as the rods, because these owners are 
only getting 50% enjoyment from their toy.
Of course there are some legitimate reasons for 
trailering a rod, but to a rod RUN. The fun 
should be in the driving. In mine it is, every day, 
so I am biased..
 Now that some readers may have their nose 
out of joint, I will say that I am glad we are all 
different, I love all of your cars, but you have a 
fun asset that is hugely under utilised.. Thankful-
ly it is still your choice not to drive to a destina-
tion, it’s just not mine. 

If you attended the Nationals but not in your 
completed hot rod, have you gained some 
inspiration to continue on with your project 
with a new enthusiasm?   I find I have a 
stack of ideas in the head and an enthusi-
asm buzzing inside to start another 
project. The current coupe will never be 
fully finished. I proved that in its first 
15 years on the road, so why fight it, 
just drive it.  Besides driving a creation, 
my joy comes from the designing of something 
new and individual. Picking a project, deciding on its main 
use when finished, picking a style and what the running gear will be, and 
building to suit those criteria. That’s exciting. Designing around problems, 
incorporating new ideas and features.. I love it. I hate “wet’n’dry” abrasive 
paper sheets and the use thereof. Besides that, it’s all fun.  I hope you are 
filled with the same enthusiasm as me. That’s one of the biggies to come 
from attending a National Rod Run! Meanwhile I gotta finish this Klaxon, 
and a book and a patio before it gets started in earnest, but at least the seed 
is sown and I already have the body and chassis to start with.
   Cheers for now, enjoy this Klaxon, it’s nearly killed me....Extreme E

 Continued.........

Denise sitting near the 
head, in front of the 
asshole



The Kick Ass Factory Cruise to 
Cunderdin.

 On the Wednesday before Easter a group of local and 
Mandurah  hot rodders got together for a cruise out to 

Cunderdin to form a welcoming party for the rodders driving in from the 
Eastern states in Norm Hardinge’s Kick Ass Factory Cruise to the Bussel-
ton Nationals. The welcoming party included Pete Simmonds, John Ferrier, 
Brian and Jan French, Geoff Pringle, Steve Houlahan, Eric Warren, Paul 
Walsh, Chris and Blake Maxwell, Big Al, Joe Galipo, Rod Chapman , 
“Wobbly” David Webley, Joe Carbone and 
Greg Bell.
We departed at about 10.00 am and drove 
directly to Cunderdin and sat in waiting.   14 
cars made the trip. On arrival, a few visitor rods 
were already at the Old Pumping Station.  
These joined us at the Ettamogah Pub and we 
waited together.
Getting bored, I decided to go further out to 

Top - bottom: Big Al’s tourer; the French’s 35 
Chev; Dave Webley’s roadster pickup, and Paul 
Walsh’s A coupe from Mandurah


